THE ART OF LIES

Dilemma, Betrayal, and

Vietnamese Art Forgeries

What if the Biggest Fraud was Your Family Legacy?

Thank you for reading The Art of Lies. | hope
Thuy's journey through the complex world of art
authentication and family loyalty has sparked
meaningful reflections on truth, integrity, and the
stories we inherit about our heritage. These
discussion questions are desighed to explore the
themes and characters that make this story

resonate across cultures and generations.

Your unique perspectives and insights are what
make book club discussions truly enriching, so |
encourage you to share them openly with one

another.

Enjoy your discussion!
N. K. Napier
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. The Catalyst of Professional Disappointment: The novel opens with Thuy devastated by
losing the curator position to Hai, yet this professional setback becomes the key that unlocks
the entire forgery scheme. How does this initial disappointment reveal Thuy's character and
set her on a path toward discovering her true moral compass? What does this suggest about
how life's unexpected turns can reveal our deepest strengths and guide us toward our

authentic purpose?

2. The Burden of Family Legacy: Thuy discovers that preserving her great-uncle Vu's artistic
reputation has become a family obsession that blinds them to truth. How does the weight of
inherited legacy create both pride and vulnerability within the family? What experiences have
you had where family stories or expectations shaped your sense of identity and moral

choices?

3. Cultural Honor Versus Personal Integrity: Bo's insistence that Thuy stay silent about the
forgeries to protect the family's "face" creates an impossible choice between cultural loyalty
and personal ethics. How do traditional Vietnamese values around family honor and
reputation influence Thuy's internal struggle? What does her ultimate decision suggest about

the courage required to forge an independent moral path?

4. The Complexity of Institutional Corruption: The forgery scheme reveals corruption at
multiple levels—from museum leadership prioritizing government relationships over
authenticity to international dealers exploiting weak legal frameworks. How does this web of
institutional failure reflect broader challenges facing cultural institutions in developing

nations? What does the story suggest about individual responsibility within corrupt systems?

5. Vietnam's Economic Transformation and Cultural Vulnerability: The novel spans Vietnam's
dramatic change from bicycles and power outages to luxury cars and international art
markets worth millions. How does this rapid economic transformation create both
opportunities and threats to cultural heritage? What does Vietnamese art suddenly
becoming globally valuable reveal about how modernization can make traditional culture

vulnerable to exploitation?

6. The Evolution of Truth and Justice: Thuy's investigation reveals that the "biggest fraud was
the family legacy itself"—Uncle Vu was not a traitor but a war hero whose story was
manipulated for personal gain. How does this revelation transform our understanding of how
historical narratives can be distorted? What does the novel suggest about the responsibility

each generation has to seek truth rather than simply preserve inherited stories?



10.

11.

12.

Friendship as Sanctuary and Strength: Thuy's relationships with Anna in Hong Kong and
Hang in Hanoi prove crucial to both her investigation and her emotional survival. How do
these friendships represent different aspects of modern women's support networks—both
international connections and local understanding? What does their collaboration reveal
about the power of chosen family in navigating cultural and moral crises?

The Art of Deception: The novel's title suggests that lies themselves can be crafted with
artistic skill—from forged paintings to planted historical documents to false identities. How
does this concept of "artful deception" play out through the various layers of fraud Thuy
uncovers? What does the story ultimately suggest about the relationship between artistic

creation and authentic truth?

Generational Bridges and Cultural Navigation: Thuy represents a bridge between traditional
Vietnamese values and modern independence, balancing respect for Bo's authority with her
son Quang's artistic dreams and her own professional ambitions. How do her relationships
across generations illustrate the challenges facing contemporary Vietnamese society? What

does her position between worlds reveal about the complexity of cultural evolution?

The Cost of Moral Courage: Thuy's transformation from someone focused on career
advancement to someone willing to risk everything for integrity comes at enormous personal
cost—her job prospects, family relationships, and son's future all hang in the balance. How
does her willingness to sacrifice professional success for moral truth reflect deeper themes
about the price of authentic living? What moments in the story most powerfully

demonstrated her moral evolution?

International Art Crime and Cultural Colonialism: The revelation that Morris Teller is actually
Francois Allon, using Western credentials to legitimize the theft of Vietnamese cultural
heritage, exposes how art crime operates as a form of cultural colonialism. What does this
international dimension of the fraud reveal about power dynamics in the global art market?
How does the exploitation of developing nations' cultural heritage reflect broader patterns of

economic inequality?

The Museum as Microcosm: The museum's internal politics—from undeserved promotions
to government appeasement to the prioritization of relationships over authenticity—mirror
broader societal challenges. How does the museum world reflect the tensions between
preservation and progress, tradition and modernization? What does the temporary shutdown

and eventual reopening suggest about institutional recovery and reform?



7. Family Secrets and Historical Memory: The planted letters and manipulated sketches that
initially made Uncle Vu appear to be a French collaborator demonstrate how family histories
can be deliberately distorted. How does this manipulation of historical memory serve personal
agendas? What does the novel suggest about the importance of questioning inherited
narratives and seeking primary sources of truth?

8. The Incomplete Nature of Justice: While Chien is caught and confesses, Bac escapes and
Minh continues operating in the international art market. How does this bittersweet
resolution reflect the real-world challenges of prosecuting international art crime? What does
the partial justice suggest about the ongoing vulnerability of cultural heritage and the

persistence of systemic corruption?

9. Cultural Identity in a Globalized World: Through Thuy's story, we see Vietnam struggling to
balance rapid modernization with cultural preservation, international engagement with
national identity. How does the art forgery scheme represent broader challenges facing
developing nations in a globalized economy? What does Thuy's journey suggest about

finding authentic cultural identity amid rapid change and external pressures?

| invite and encourage you to use the hashtag #TheArtofLies or tag me as @nancyknapier on social
media to share photos of your book club gatherings, your favorite reading nooks, or any insights
you've gained from our journey together. Your engagement and enthusiasm are invaluable in
spreading the word about the book and | am always open to participating in virtual Author Q&A's for

enriching exchanges.

Additionally, if you feel inclined, please consider leaving an honest review of the book on your
preferred retailer platform. Your reviews not only provide valuable feedback but also help other
readers discover and connect with the story. Thank you for your support and for being part of this

community.
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